
Introduce yourself and mention a reason you became interested in peace.

In 2017, Rotary established a partnership with the Institute for Economics 
and Peace. When we hear “positive peace,” it’s natural to wonder, “Is 
there negative peace?” Yes, and both matter! 

I hope you will find our discussion inspirational and leave with ideas for 
increasing peace in your life, your community, and the world. 
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How do you define peace? What does it mean to you? 

If we were meeting in person, it would be easy for everyone to simply 
shout out their response. But since we’re meeting online, let’s take a 
moment and put our responses in the chat box. [Or survey tool if you 
meeting is using one.]

[Acknowledge responses in a sentence or two.]
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Because there are many different definitions of peace, IEP developed a 
unified way to look at peace and measuring our effectiveness in creating it. 
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Here are two important definitions for understanding world peace.

• Negative peace is the absence of direct violence or the fear of violence. 
• Positive Peace measures the attitudes, institutions, and structures that 

sustain peace.

These consider the absence of something bad versus the presence of 
something good. How does that relate to our earlier comments?

Both are necessary and warrant our attention. 

5



[Read slide.]

For example, high-level negotiations finalized a peace agreement to end a 
50-year civil war in Colombia in 2016. Let’s look at the IEP’s Global Peace 
Index.
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IEP develops two annual reports: the IEP Global Peace Index (about 
Negative Peace, and the IEP Positive Peace Index.

This is from the annual Global Peace Index, reporting on 2019.

If you know your geography, you can tell at a glance that some places, like 
Venezuela, Somalia, Libya are far from peaceful, but it might surprise you 
that the US, even when reporting on 2019 rather than 2020, was not as 
peaceful as some might have thought. 

You will learn more about the reports in the academy we will discuss a little 
later. There is so much data in these reports, so this is only a sample.
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Here, the US ranks 121th out of 163 in negative peace. In the Rotary 
Positive Peace Academy, you’ll learn more about the factors that 
contribute to that ranking. 

8



<Read slide.>
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Here is an annual Positive Peace Index, where the US does very well. 
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In 2019, the US was 26th. 
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So let’s combine the global peace index (negative peace) and the positive 
peace index (positive peace) on one chart.

In this chart, the bottom left shows that stronger positive peace brings a 
more predictable environment and demonstrates resilience, while the top 
right shows wide swings indicating deterioration and chaos.

So what is positive peace? What are these 8 pillars of positive peace and 
how can they help us create more peace in the world?
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[Read slide.] 

Here are the Pillars of Peace as defined by IEP. Each of these has a 
methodology for measurement. 
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Here are the 24 indicators that are used to determine the national Positive 
Peace Index. 

Sources for these indicators vary, such as the World Bank, World Tourism 
Organization, UNESCO, World Health Organization, World Trade 
Organization, etc.
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All of the positive peace indicators and 8 pillars of peace point to five 
desired outcomes of Positive Peace.
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So let’s talk briefly about Rotary and Positive Peace. Why is this relevant to 
all of us as Rotarians?
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Here is what Rotary’s founder said about peace in 1917.

[Read slide]
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Here is what John Hewko said a hundred years later.

[Read slide]
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You see the 8 pillars of peace across the top, and along the bottom you see 
Rotary’s Area of Focus and the 4-way test. Promoting peace is the first on 
the list of our areas of focus and is the common thread linking all Rotary 
initiatives, including the other areas of focus and our four-way test. 

When communities are embroiled in conflict, access to clean water, 
healthcare, and education is compromised. Without peace, businesses 
struggle, and individuals, families, and communities suffer. In war-torn 
countries, polio workers have been attacked and even killed. 

On the other hand, our four-way test and projects in our areas of focus 
clearly strengthen and support the 8 pillars of positive peace. They are 
foundations for lasting peace. 
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Here are just a few of our local peacebuilding efforts. 

For instance, our Navajo Water Project. Which pillars of positive peace 
would you say it strengthens or supports? [At least 5 of the 8 pillars]

How about the Mexico Microcredit project? [At least 4 pillars]

Can you see how our projects – all of our community projects – strengthen 
or support positive peace? 

What about our Youth programs? 

How is having a four-way test contest in the local school peacebuilding?

Talking about “Is it fair to all concerned” is a justice statement. Building 
good will and bettering friendships is all about Good Relations with 
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Neighbors. Right? 
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Peacebuilders also have voices. Did you know that our district has a 
peacebuilder network? 

[Read slide.] 

Clubs that join this network (free of charge) learn the language of peace, 
speak it into our communities, share ideas and encourage each other, so 
we can become more effective peacebuilders.
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What can we do as Rotary Clubs or individual Rotarians to promote more 
peace education? Here are a few examples.

[Read slide.]
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The Rotary Positive Peace Academy is a free online course for learning 
about positive peace and understanding the resources that are available to 
us. It only takes a couple of hours to complete, and you will come away 
inspired about how all these pillars support each other and how important 
our service work really is. 
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You will learn in a self-paced mode about the vocabulary nad measurement 
of positive peace. 

I highly recommend this as a next step in your journey as a peacebuilder.
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[Read slide.]

Here is how you access our District peacebuilders information, the Rotary 
Peace Academy, IEP, and the IEP reports we reference here today.
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Have we achieved our three objectives? 
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There are many ways to increase your involvement in Peace. I hope this 
has inspired you to become even more engaged and effective as a 
peacebuilder. 

What comments and questions do you have?
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